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Are Sociologists Incomprehensible? An Objective Study
Frances E. Cheek and Maureen Rosenhaupt @ ) +5 )

ABSTRACT

The incomprehensibility of sociologists has long been a favored target for criticism from
both their scientifc colleagues and the Jay public. In his study an attempt was made to test '
the validity of this charge in an objective fashion.

e comprehensbilty of the joursal aricle of six seentfic diseiplines—sociclgy, ex-
penmenm psychnh)gy, ‘physiology, and
y ‘means of the clore procedure. Two-hundred-word passages were absir +5 $

rom the dlchecion sctions of hlen aFiies rom tach of the s deipline, tnl Bieen
Taters were cach asked o guess the deleted words from six disciplines. | &

Psychoanalysts were best predicted, followed by biochemists, pharmacologists, physiolo- !
order, though an analysis of vai-

st socilopiss, and experimental psychologis
Snce Showwed o ignifeant diflrences predictability among the disciplines. In order to
examine the sources of predit on error in the six disciplines, correctness of the deleted

words in relation to word familiavity, frequency of usage, grammatical form, and derivation @
was examined. ) +"
A few sociologists write the best English dents that Professor Robert Merton's
they are capable of writing, and T suspect that anguished comment upon entering the @ ' |
they are the best men in the field. There is 70 classroom shortly after the publication of
mystery about them. If they do wrong, their My, Cowley's article quoted above was, +
mistakes can be scen and corrected. Othes, — «They are syill beating a dead horse.” )
however—and a vast majority—write in a lan- Denial has also appeared in masked form
guage that has to be leamed almost ike Bs- 0 B80S
peranto. It has a private vocabulary which, in gi g , among them-
addition to strictly sociological terms, includes ~S¢lves anyway, that in fact some sociolo-
new words for the commonest actions, feelings, ~gists are quite incomprehensible; however, + # (
and circumstances. It has the beginnings of 2 the majority, including of course them-
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How i produce a first - class paper thar will ger published.
st out froem the crowd and pull in plenty of neaders.
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A CONSIDERED PUBLIC YOICE ON BREXIT: | (~Tio7ER [T
; i

THE REPORT OF THE
CITIZENS’ ASSEMBLY
ON BREXIT

—

The Cilizens’ Assembly on Brexil wos held KEY POINTS

aver two weekends in September 2017, I

braught fogether 50 randemly selected + The Citasns’ Amemby on Bret made

Eifzens who refiected the civessity of the recEmmenations an the s pest-Bes policies
UK electorate. The Citizens’ Assembly on e e o

Brexil aims to provide much needed, * Oniode, § preferred o bespake UK/EL rode
robust publie inpist into the Brexit pracess ‘e0i and .cuams union fhat wout diow e
and show the value of informed and in- ::': ﬁz‘:::;;::;"ﬂiﬁ?;fmi:‘ i
depth publie engagement on ! h .
confroversial areas of public policy. . it voted to retain ree movement of

on
babour but with the UK govemment exesching of
‘ovvalobis confrois 1o prewent chuse of the syztem.

+ W adeal connetbe reached i negatotons
‘on tiocke, if Fratemad 10 sty i he Single Market
‘or Customs Unlon to nodedl af al

+ The S Mmember of the Cifizers’ Assemihy on
Srexit wene saleched randomly fo refiect he
sncio.demagraphic chamcterics of e
broader papuiaticn and thei vate n the Bresit
refeendum In 2016, 30 Included more Leave ALAN RENWICE
han Remeain vaters

SARAH ALLAN

+ Duing their fist weskend fogetner, the Mamer WILL JENNINGS
ez from diverse sxperts and recaled
balanced briefing papers veifed by o mixed REBECCA MCKEE
Aavisory Board. MEG RUSSELL

*+  Duting the second weekend, Amembly Members GRAHANSMITH
deliberated and reached decisions. Thay et

supparted throughout By probessional,

independen laciliiotors.

[] Electoral
L1 Reform

[ Society

+  Feedback irom Assemibly Member provides
oG evdence of fhe toimess. Baiance and
auality ol the Assembly process.
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UK Statistics fr=——r"n R nral /e PPN
Authority Lasen [r— . atinsms ity ok

v
Chair of the LK Statistics Authority, Sir David Norgrove

£ Hon Bors Johnson MP
:m ath e
morme:
g s e
London

SWIAZAH

Daar Foreign Secratary,
1 am surprised and dsappoinied that you hawe chosen o repeat the
per week, in cormecicn with the amount that might be avalable for exirs publc spendng
when we leave the European Urion.

This confuses gross and net cantributions.” It also assumes that payments currently made
10 the L% by ihe ELL induding or example for e supporl of agecullure and scieriiic
Fesearch, Wik not be pak by T LIK gavemment when we leave.

Ris a dear misuse of oficia siatistics.
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